"IwOa^IMMEDIATB RELE SE' DECEMBER 29, 1962 

■ ; ; ilS^S ^ : OFFICE OP THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY 
>&&t^ ■':: ; V. (Miami, Florida ) 


v;fe .-:", : " r ■• .;:■■■••' - ,THE WHITE HOUSE 

^MZU-:"- REMAHKS OP THE PRESIDENT AND 

:u?-v^ ; v MRS. JOHN P. KENNEDY 

*i;^x;^ AT PRESENTATION OP THE FLAG OP THE 

x-^ >;-•"- • 2506TH CUBAN INVASION 3RIGADE 
#lip#::'" • ORANGE BOWL, MIAMI, FLORIDA 

^^|fe"-- •THE PRESIDENT: Commander, Doctor; I want to express 
^>.ny~great appreciation to the Brigade for making the United 
': -^States, the custodian of this flag. I can assure you that this 
^flagwill be.returned to this Brigade in a free Havana. 

:/p<ct" ' ■;.-.• I wonder if Senor Miranda, who preserved this flag 

j ^through the last 20 months, would come forward so we can meet him. 

i^.; ; ;;!;, : . I wanted to know who I should give it back to. 

./"•=- • I always had the impression — I hope the members of the 
f, Brigade will sit down again— I always had the impression that 
t the Brigade was made up of mostly young men, but standing over 
%J£ er « is .a Cuban patriot 57, one 59, one 61. I wonder if those 
tv-three could stand so that the people of the United States could 
^realize that they represent the spirit of the Cuban revolution 
a. in .its best sense. 

All of you members of the Brigade, and members of 
their families, are following an historic road, one which has 
been- followed by other Cubans in other days, and, indeed, by 
other patriots of our Hemisphere in other years — Juarez, San 
■ :■ Martin, Bolivar, O'Hlggins — all of whom fought for liberty, 
-many :of whom were defeated, many of whom went in exile, and all 
:£.o££Whom came home. 

f%£#^;.v. Seventy years ago Jose Martin, the guiding spirit 
mot ;the first Cuban struggle for independence, lived on these 
^shores. .At that time in 1889, the first International American 
:•. Conference was held, and Cuba was not present. Then, as now, 
V Cuba was the only state in the Hemisphere still controlled by a 
.foreign monarch* Then, as now, Cuba was excluded from the society 
of free nations. And then, as now, brave men in Florida and New 
York dedicated their lives and their energies to the freedom of 
their homeland. 

;.; ,.-•'.■"'■■ The Brigade comes from behind prison walls, but you 
/leave behind you more than six million of your fellow countrymen 
who are also in a very real sense in prison, for Cuba is today, \ 
as Martin described it many years ago, as beautiful as Greece, 
.and stretched out in chains, a prison, moated by water. 

; %;>: : ^ On behalf of .my Government and my country, I welcome 
you to the United States. I bring you my Nation's respect for your 

.courage and for your cause. Our primary gratitude for your 
liberation must go to the heroic efforts of the Cuban .'amilies 
Committee, Mr. Sanchez and others, and their able and skilled 
negotiator, Mr. James Donovan, and those many private A merican 
citizen s who gav * p« rlohlv^^ + fr^n +^^- - - - - 
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may ^imprison bodies, but they do not imprison spirits; that 
,ltbey may destroy the exercise of liberty, but they cannot 
jeliadaate the determination to be free. And by helping to 
ffree-you, the United States has been given the opportunity to "" 
^demonstrate once again that all men who fight for freedom are 
^■our., brothers, and shall be until your country and others are 
^aweV-^i:;;--; 

%$MWMA' Eie Cuban people were promised by the revolution 
^political liberty, social justice, intellectual freedom, land 
fcxorithe camp esinos, and an end to economic exploitation. They 
: have received a police state, the elimination of the dignity of 
;le»d ownership, the destruction of free speech and of free press, 

aiid -the complete subjugation of individual human welfare to the . 

service of the stats and of foreign states. 

^••Xi;-4 Under the Alianza para el Progresso, we support for 
KCuba and for all the countries of this Hemisphere the right of 
?free elections and the free exercise of basic human freedoms. 
;tfe ^support land reform and the right of every campesino to own 
i-tba^land he. tills. We support the effort of ev^ry free nation 
^olpursue programs of economic progress. We support the right 
i,of ievery . f ree people to freely transform the economic and political 
*■¥$ £^'^ ltlonB o£ society so that they may serve the welfare of all. 

jpiift- These are the principles of the Alianza para el Progresso. 
•They are the principles we support for Cuba. These are the prin- 
ciples for which men have died and fought, and they are the 
principles for which you fought and for which some died in your 
Brigade. And I believe these are the principles of the great 
majority of the Cuban people today,, and I amconfident that all 
over "the island of Cuba, in the Government, itself, in the Anay, 
and in the militia, there are many who hold to this freedom faith, 
.who have viewed with dismay the destruction of freedom on their 
island and who are determined to restore that freedom so that the 
Cuban people may once more govern themselves. 

ty£& Q,.-' I know that exile is a different life for any free 
maa^-.'iBut I am confident that you recognise that y.ou hold a 
position of responsibility to the day when Cuba is once again 
free.Vii, To this end, it is importnnt that you submerge monetary 
differences in a common united front; that the Brigade, those 
who serve" in the Brigade, will work together to keep alive the 
spirit of the Brigade so that some day the people of Cuba will 
have a- £vee chance to make a free choice. So I think it incumbent 
upon, all of you why are here today to work together, to submerge 
those -differences which now may disturb you, to the united end that 
Cuba is free, and then make a free choice as to what kind of a 
government and what kind of a country you freely wish to build. 

V A ::M>i;; •: The Brigade is the point of the spear, the arrow's 
headV:,5:ihope they and the members of their families will take 
eyjery- opportunity to educate your children, yourselves, in the 
nany; skills and disciplines which will be necessary when Cuba is 
?n£e more free. 

; Pinally, I can offer no better advice chan that given 
by Jose Martin to his fellow exiles in 1395 when the hour of 
3uban indepedence was then at hand. "Let the tenor of our words 
i e»- -Martin said , "especially in nubile m att rrr — * -"- ^ "" T 'iiiMi i 


*€::#' ^: MPS. JOHN F. KENNEDY 

H-.^.i^ .^; ^^ PRESENTATION OP THE FLAG OP THE 

'^'ii": ' • 2506TH CUBAN INVASION BRIGADE 
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§00^ ^- THE PRESIDENT: Commander, Doctor: I want to express 
pay^ great appreciation to the Brigade for making the United 
^.States^ the custodian of this flag. I can assure you that this 
^flagwill be returned to tnis Brigade in a free Havana. 
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:$i3^ L *^ X woiiae £ i* Senor Miranda, who preserved this flag 

. ^hrpugh the last 20 months, would come forward so we can meet him. 

^||>Q:i;\ I wanted to know who I should give it back to, 

-l~i '„,,« T ^f- al ^ y f had the impression — I hope the members of the 
IrfSp 8 ™ w J lx slt down again — I always had the impression that 
^ tne Brigade^was made up of mostly young men, but standing over 
^+t?Sf! :i J * OttJan^Patriot 57, one 59, one 61. I wonder if those 
^wf? CO *i d J . s ^ d eo chat the People of the United States could 
^realize that they represent the spirit of the Cuban revolution 
w in^ltsbest sense. 

' f u 4 * *fp- o£ you memDers cf" the Brigade, and members of 
their families, are following an historic road, one which has 
been- followed by other Cubans in other days, and, indeed, by 
other patriots of our Hemisphere in other years — Juarez, San 

; Martin, Bolivar, O'Higgins — all of whom fought for liberty, 

-many of whom were defeated, many of whom went in exile, and all 

^of^whom came home. 

$^£fik?* M Seventy years ago Jose Martin, the guiding spirit 
; -pfr.the first Cuban struggle for independence, lived on these 
-Shores. .At that time in 1889, the first International American 
•conference was held, and Cuba was not present. Then, as now, 
Cuba was the only state in the Hemisphere still controlled by a 
foreign monarch, Then, as now, Cuba was excluded from the society 
Sf pee nations. And then, as now, brave men in Florida and New 
York dedicated tb<3ir lives and tbelr energies to the freedom of 
their homeland. 

i« v ,-x T £ e 5ri gade comes from behind prison walls, but you 
leave behind you more than six million of your fellow countrymen 
«« M a ~*- al !° in <v Y e F? r8al sense in Prison, for Cuba is today, 
o^ of!l? : e ? ori J e J lt ma2iy y ears a S°» as beautiful as Greece, 
and stretched out in chains, a prison, moated by water. 

r Ki;''+A *u-°S Pfkf 1 ^ ; my Government and my country, I welcome 
™«J^ t o e ,, U * ited stat8 ?« * bring you my Nation's respect for your 
-courage and for your cause. Our primary gratitude for your 

•Jw!!fK lon S" 8 ^ 50 t0 the fcsroic efforts of the Cuban .amilies 
Committee, Mr. Sanchez and others, and their able and skilled 
negotiator, Mr. James Donovan, and those many nrivate American 
citizens who gave so richly of their time 'and their energies 
in order to save free men of Cuba from Castro's dungeons, and to 
reunite you with your families and friends. 

yW v Their efforts bad a signifance beyond the important 
desire to salvage individual human beings. For your small 
Brigade. is a tangible reaffirmation that the human desire for 
freedom and independence is essentially unconquerable. Your 
conduct and valor are proof that although Castro and his fellow 
IJctators may rule nations, they do not rule people; that they 
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i^'^Pil'- - •, ??® Cuban people were promised by the revolution 
^political liberty, social Justice, intellectual freedom, land 
|g£or^tne campesinos, and an end to economic exploitation. They 
^f*Vf received a police state, the elimination of the dignity of 
^;lan0 A 0W3er8hip, the destruction of free speech and of free press. 
k. ; and -the complete subjugation of individual human welfare to the . 
■^service of tne state and of foreign states, 

r v£v" v *''-' Ua<ier *&* Allanza para el Progresso, we support for 
Cuba and for all the countries of this Hemisphere the right of 
r -S* — ■ ections and f 'k e tree exercise of basic human freedoms, 
^je ^support land reform and the right of every campssino to own 
gpna^land he tills. We support the effort of ev*ry free nation 
m*9 :;.S>ursue programs of economic progress. We support the right 
^.o.%every.free people to freely transform the economic and political 
^5S?S^* t *® X8 of societ y 80 that ^ey may serve the welfare of all. 

?'m^^ : ' ,: ? hsse are the Principles of the Alianza para el Progresso. 
■i;-, T ? e y ar ® the Principles we support for Cuba. These are the prin- 
:,, ciplee for which men have died and fought, and they are the 
w principles for which you fought and for which some died in your 
^Brigade. And I believe these are the principles of the great 
:,, majority of the Cuban people today, and I amconfident that all 
£;.oyer the island of Cuba, in the Government, Itself, in the Army, 
■£ and in the militia, there are many who hold to this freedom faith, 
kii.who.have viewed with dismay the destruction of freedom on their 
^island and who are determined to restore that freedom so that the 
^ Cuban people may once more govern themselves. 

'£:^s& ■■> I know that exile is a different life for any free 
£'man. r 3ut I am confident that you recognize that you hold a 
.: position of responsibility to the day when Cuba is once again 
free,:- v To this end, it is important that you submerge monetary 
differences in a common united front; that the Brigade, those 
who serve in the Brigade, will work together to keeD alive the 
; ; spirit of the Brigade so that some day the people of Cuba will 
& have a free chance to make a free choice. So I think it incumbent 
S-upon all of you who are here today to work together, to submerge 
■;- those differences which now may disturb you, to the united end that 
,'Cuba^is free, and then make a free choice as to what kind of a 
..government and what kind of a country you freely wish to build. 

^y£'&&?' Eta- Brigade i s the point of the spear, the arrow's 
&*f^£.lvl-.tope *bey and the members of their families will take 
?i$&?3T- ; -opportunlty to educate your children, yourselves, in the 
i-joany:- skills and disciplines which will be necessary when Cuba is 
^onicemore free. 

: - ::r ' Finally, I can offer no better advice than that given 

•by Jose Martin to his fellow exiles in 1895 when the hour of 
Cuban indepedence was then at hand. "Let the tenor of our words 
be,. -Martin said, "especially in public matters, not the useless 
clamor of f ear s vengeance which does not enter our hearts, but 
the honest weariness of an opporessed people who hope through 
their-; emancipation from a government, convicted of uselessness 
•and, malevolence for a government of their own, which is capable 
.and worthy. Let them see in us," Martin said, "constructive 
^Americans and not empty bitterness." 

^^^^yQ&oHlem&a ot the Brigade, I need not tell you how 
P^h&ppyfl: ;am to welcome you here to the United States, and what a 
|profouhd- impression your conduct during some of the most diffi- 
£ew.t£day8 and months that any free people have experienced — what 
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«».,»•. - a profound impression your conduct made upon not only the 
^>- :^ people of this, country, but all the .people of this Hemls- 

•?pnere; Even in prison you served in the strongest possible 

^waythe cause of freedom, as you do today. 

^tf-^U-'# : •::'..".• I can assure you that it is the strongest wish 
|f;vvOf the people of this country, as well as the people of 
*^%& this Hemisphere, that Cuba shall one day be free again, 
,l ^'' and" when it is, this Brigade will deserve to march at the head 
:of the free column. 

ifell^'C" ;'.;:■■ MBS. JOHN F. KENNEDY: It is an honor for me to be today 
f^Wlthy'a group of the bravest men in the world, and to share in 


v joy. "that -Is felt by their families who, for so long, lived 
^hoping, praying, and waiting. 

'^f^*r I feel proud that my son has known the officers. 
0*He is still too young to realize what has happened here, but I 
||.pWill make it my business to tell hin the story of your courage 
^f^as^he grows up. It is my wish and my hope that some day he 
#!".^-may,be a man at least half as brave as the members of Brigade 
Good luck. 
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